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Tetanus (lockjaw) and a cut or wound. Diphtheria are serious diseases. spreads when germs passTetanus is caused by a germ from an infected person tothat enters the body through the nose or throat of others.
Tetanus causes Diphtheria causesserious, painful spasms a thick coating in theof all muscles nose, throat, or airway

 can lead to: It can lead to:- “locking” of the jaw so - breathing problemsthe patient cannot - heart failureopen his or her mouth - paralysisor swallow - death

ABOUT THE VACCINESBenefits of the vaccines Tell your doctor or nurse if the
person getting the vaccine:Vaccination is the best wayto protect against tetanus .and diphtheria, Because ofvaccination, there are manyfewer cases of these  Cases are rare in chil-dren because most get DTP( D i p h t h e r i a ,  T e t a n u s ,  a n d  . (Diphtheria,Tetanus, and acellular o r  D T  ( D i p h t h e r i a  .and Tetanus) vaccines. Therewould be many more cases ifwe stopped vaccinatingpeople.

When should you getTd vaccine?
Td is made for people 7 yearsof age and older.
People who have not gottenat least 3 doses of anytetanus and diphtheria vac-cine  DTaP or  duringtheir lifetime should do sousing Td. After a person getsthe third dose, a Td dose isneeded every 10 years ailthrough life.
Other vaccines may begiven at the same time as Td.

ever had a serious allergicreaction or other problemwith Td, or any othertetanus and diphtheriavaccine  DTaP or DT)
now has a moderate orsevere illness
is pregnant

If you are not sure, ask yourdoctor or nurse.
What are the risks from vaccine?
As with any medicine, thereare very small risks thatserious problems, evendeath, could occur after get-ting a vaccine.
The risks from the vaccine aremuch smaller than the risksfrom the diseases if peoplestopped using vaccine.
Almost all people who get Tdhave no problems from it.



Mild problems
If these problems occur, they usually start withinhours to a day or two after vaccination. Theymay last 1-2 days:
● soreness, redness, or swelling where the shotwas given
These problems can be worse in adults who getTd vaccine very often.
Acetaminophen or ibuprofen (non-aspirin) maybe used to reduce soreness.
Severe problems
These problems happen very rarely:
● serious allergic reaction
● deep, aching pain and muscle wasting inupper arm(s), This starts 2 days to 4 weeks afterthe shot, and may last many months.

What to do if there is a serious reaction:
☞ Call a doctor or get the person to a doctorright away,

Write down what happened and the dateand time it happened.
Ask your doctor, nurse, or health departmentto file a Vaccine Adverse Event Report formor call: (800) 822-7967 (toll-free)

The National Vaccine Injury CompensationProgram gives compensation (payment) forpersons thought to be injured by vaccines. Fordetails call: (800) 338-2382 (toll-free)

If you want to learn more, ask your doctor oru the vaccine packagerces of information.
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