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ABOUT THE DISEASES

Tetanus(lockjaw) and diph-
theria are sriousdissases
Temnusiscaused by a gem
thatentersthe body through

a cutorwound. D iphtheria
Preadswhen gems pass

from an infected person ©
the nose orthroatof others

Tetanus causes
srous painful gpasms
ofall muscles

It can lead to:

- "locking” ofthe jawso
the patientcannot
open hisorhermouth
or swallow

Diphtheria causes
a thick coating in the
nose, throat oraimay

Itcan lead to:

- breathing problems
- heartfailure

- paralyss

- death

ABOUT THE VACCINES

Benefits of the vaccines

Vaccinaton isthe bestway

Tell yourdoctorornurse if the
person getting the vaccine:

to protect against tetanus . everhad a sriousallergic

and diphtheria, Because of
vaccination there are many
fewercassofthes dis-

eases. C aesare rare in chik
dren because mostgetD TP

(D iphtheria, Tetanus and
Pertussis), DTaP (D iphtheria,
Tetanus and acellular

Pertussis), or DT (D iphtheria
and Tetanug vaccines There
would be many more cases if
we stopped vaccinatng

people.

When should you get
Td vaccine?

Td ismade forpeople 7 years
ofage and older

People who have notgotien
atleast3 dosesofany
t@anusand diphtheria vac-
cine (DTR.D TaP orDT) during
their lifetime should do <o
using Td. A ftera person gets
the third dose, a Td dose is
needed every 10 yearsail
through life.

0 thervaccinesmay be
given atthe same time asTd.

reaction orotherproblem
with Td, orany other
etanusand diphtheria
vaccine (DTP,D TaP orDT)

nowhasa moderate or
Lvere illnes

iSpregnant

If you are notsure, ask your
doctorornurse.

What are the risks from
Td vaccine?

A swith any medicine, there
are very small risksthat
fLrious problems even
death could occurafterget
ting a vaccine.

The risks from the vaccine are
much smallerthan the risks
from the diseasesif people
sopped usng vaccine.

A lmostall people who getTd
have no problems from it



Mid problems

Ifthese problems occur, they usually sartwithin
hours o a day ortno aftervaccination They
may last1-2 days

«Dreness redness or swelling where the shot
was given

These problems can be worse in adults who get
Td vaccine very often

A cetaminophen or ibuprofen (non-agirn) may
be used to reduce reness

Severe problems

These problems happen very rarely.
«rious allergic reaction

.deep, aching pain and muscle wastng in

upperam(g, Thissars?2 daysto 4 weeksafter
the shot and may last many months

What to do if there is a serious reaction:

< C alla doctororgetthe peron t a doctor
rightaway,

5" Write down what happened and the date
and tme ithappened.

I" A « yourdoctor, nurse, orhealth department
o file a Vaccine A dvers EventReportform

orcalt
(800) 822-7967 (l-free)

The National Vaccine Injury Compensation
Program gives compensation (payment) for
persons thought t be injured by vaccines For
detailscalt

(800) 338-2382 (®l-free)

If you vwantto leam more, ask yourdoctoror
nurse. She/he can give you the vaccine package
insert or suggest other sources of information
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